NWS BOISE FIRE WEATHER OPERATING PLAN - 2004

1.  CHANGES FOR 2004 

Contact Numbers: As of March 1st, the phone number for the Fire Weather desk will be changed to (208) 334-9060. The primary FAX number will be: (208) 334-1662. The Red flag Criteria has been altered this year for the BLM when it comes to Wind and RH. We have gone to Wind gusts > 30 mph with RH < 15%.
Personnel: Coleen Decker has replaced Mike Proud.

Forecasts: The Fire Weather Zone Forecast has been changed to “Pre-Suppression” Forecast in accordance with policy changes at the national level.

Wind speeds in the Pre-Suppression Forecast will include gusts whenever an instantaneous gust exceeds a sustained wind speed of > 15 mph (10-minute average) by at least 10 mph (e.g. 15 gust 25 mph).
2.  HOURS OF OPERATION
Depending on variables such as fuel parameters and customer need, seasonal Fire Weather Hours of Operation will be:

4/19 through 5/16:
0730-1630 MDT,

Pre-suppression forecast will be issued by 1530 MDT.

5/17 through 10/29:
0730-1630 MDT. Two pre-suppression forecasts will be issued, 0900 and 1530 MDT.

Every attempt will be made to adhere to this schedule. However, some changes may occur when the office staffing is reduced due to wildfires, classroom instruction, sickness, etc.

Staff meteorologists will be on duty and available at any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

3.  STAFF AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Chuck Redman    
Fire Weather Program Leader/ IMET


Chuck.Redman@noaa.gov
Coleen Decker 

Assistant Fire Weather Program 

                    Leader/Fire Weather Forecaster


John Jannuzzi

Meteorologist-in-Charge

     Fire Weather Telephone Number      (208) 334-9060

           
   Fax Number            (208) 334-1662


Mailing Address: National Interagency Fire Center/NWS




  3833 S. Development Ave, Bldg 3807

  



  Boise, ID 83705


Internet Access: http://www.boi.noaa.gov/fwx.htm

4. FIRE WEATHER SERVICES

A. Description of the Boise Fire Weather District:
West Central Idaho Mountains...

  
Zone 401 - West portion of the Payette NF and Southern 

                Idaho Timber Protection Agency (SITPA)


Zone 402 - East portion of the Payette NF


Zone 403 - North portion of the Boise NF

Zone 404 - South portion of the Boise NF and the   

           extreme north portion of the Boise BLM

Southwest Idaho / Southeast Oregon...


Zone 636 - Portion of the Burns BLM that lies south of 

                Highway 20.


Zone 637 - Vale BLM (including Malheur County and the 

                far SE corner of Baker County).


Zone 408 - Boise BLM (except the extreme northern

                portion)

See the appendix for a map delineating the area and zone configuration.

B. Basic Meteorological Services
INTERNET BRIEFING: A daily internet briefing will be offered for all agencies at 0930 MDT, seven days a week. This briefing will include a general discussion of weather conditions and forecasts for the current day, as well a brief discussion of the extended period. Model data, satellite loops, and other items of interest will be addressed for the forecast period. During the briefing, the appropriate maps will be available via the internet and the Boise Fire Weather website. The briefing will usually last less than 15 minutes, but may be longer as significant fire activity necessitates.

SPOT FORECASTS: Requests for spot forecasts will be received via the Boise Fire Weather homepage found at:

http://www.boi.noaa.gov/fwx.htm
Follow-up phone calls are still encouraged when requesting spot forecasts. 

PRE-SUPPRESSION FORECASTS: Smoke dispersal parameters in the form of mixing heights and transport winds will continue to be included in the daily fire weather pre-suppression forecasts. The mixing height is defined as the height above the ground (AGL) through which relatively vigorous mixing will take place due to convection. The transport wind is defined as the average wind speed and direction within the mixing layer. 

    C. SCHEDULE OF PRODUCTS

Product:




     Issuance time:   

                                            (MDT)


Morning pre-suppression forecast
   
0900


Internet briefing 




0930 


Afternoon pre-suppression forecast      1530

NFDRS trends forecast  


     1545

     Fire Weather Watch / Red Flag Warnings
Event-Driven


Spot forecasts





Upon request

     D. RED FLAG EVENTS
Interagency Coordination: Before the issuance of a Red Flag Warning, there will be coordination with the affected agencies and neighboring NWS fire weather offices in order to assess fuel conditions and general fire danger. 

Dissemination of Fire Weather Watches and Red Flag Warnings: Each issuance, update or cancellation of a Fire Weather Watch or Red Flag Warning will be relayed by telephone to the dispatch office(s) affected by the watch/warning.

Conditions that define a Red Flag Event:

High to extreme fire danger and dry fuels as defined by the BLM must exist in combination with the following weather conditions:


1. Widely scattered “dry” thunderstorm activity: “Dry”
        means that thunderstorms will produce less than a 
        tenth (.10”) of an inch of rainfall but a 

        considerable amount of lightning. Isolated 
        lightning is not enough to warrant a Red Flag
        Warning.

2. The occurrence of lightning after an extremely dry 

   period. Often this means that the thunderstorms 

   will “initially” be dry.

3. The passage of a cold front which will result in 

   sustained winds of 20 MPH or more, gusty, of a 

   changeable nature, and accompanied by low 

   humidities (i.e. less than 15 percent).

4. In the judgment of the forecaster, weather 

   conditions and fire danger will combine to create 

   a critical fire control situation, such as the 

   combination of long term drought, very low  

   humidities and high Haines indices of 5 or 6.
5. Strong winds and low humidities: Winds gusts 
   > 30 mph for 3 hours or more; and relative humidity 
   <15%...except > 25 mph and RH < 15% in the Boise    

   and Payette NF. 
	STATION
	STN #
	RAWS ID
	COUNTY
	ST
	AGENCY
	LOCATION
	SEC
	TWP
	RNG
	ELEV

	ZONE 401
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HORSE MTN
	101103
	MANUAL
	ADAMS
	ID
	PAYETTE NF
	45.07N  116.40W
	26
	21N
	3W
	6888

	MCCALL
	101209
	MANUAL
	VALLEY
	ID
	PAYETTE NF
	44.54N  116.07W
	8
	18N
	3E
	5028

	SKI HILL
	101223
	325E554C
	VALLEY
	ID
	PAYETTE NF
	45.11N  116.09W
	35
	19N
	2E
	5300

	SNAKE RIVER
	101109
	325E8324
	ADAMS
	ID
	PAYETTE NF
	45.03N  116.43W
	5
	20N
	2W
	3500

	WEISER RIVER
	101108
	325E60D6
	ADAMS
	ID
	PAYETTE NF
	44.30N  116.16W
	35
	18N
	1W
	3900

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ZONE 402
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CAREY DOME
	101004
	MANUAL
	IDAHO
	ID
	PAYETTE NF
	45.24N  115.54W
	24
	24N
	4E
	7681

	LODGEPOLE
	101044
	325E9052
	IDAHO
	ID
	PAYETTE NF
	45.22N  115.10W
	35
	24N
	10E
	5800

	TEAPOT
	101220
	325E73A0
	VALLEY
	ID
	PAYETTE NF
	44.54N  115.44W
	16
	18N
	6E
	5152

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ZONE 403
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BEARSKIN
	101221
	3241D254
	VALLEY
	ID
	BOISE NF
	44.23N  115.31W
	16
	12N
	8E
	7113

	PINE CREEK
	101222
	3241DC86
	VALLEY
	ID
	BOISE NF
	44.14N  116.11W
	34
	11N
	2E
	5600

	LTL ANDERSON
	101710
	326BE772
	BOISE
	ID
	BOISE NF
	44.05N  115.52W
	28
	9N
	5E
	4560

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ZONE 404
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	DEAD INDIAN RIDGE
	101402
	3250B2D6
	WASH
	ID
	BOISE BLM
	44.19N  117.10W
	3
	11N
	7W
	3570

	TOWN CREEK
	101708
	3241CFF0
	BOISE
	ID
	BOISE NF
	43.56N  115.55W
	18
	7N
	5E
	4500

	WAGONTOWN
	102712
	3334578E
	ELMORE
	ID
	BOISE NF
	43.55N 115.25W
	25
	3N
	9E
	6200

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ZONE 408
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BOISE (WFO)
	102601
	NWS
	ADA
	ID
	BOISE NWS
	43.34N  116.13W
	28
	3N
	2E
	2838

	BRACE FLATS
	103207
	325034C2
	OWHYEE
	ID
	BOISE BLM
	42.21N  116.42W
	34
	12S
	3W
	4900

	HORSE BUTTE
	103205
	32513638
	OWHYEE
	ID
	BOISE BLM
	42.25N  115.14W
	6
	9S
	10E
	5000

	MOUNTAIN HOME
	102709
	3252C1B2
	ELMORE
	ID
	BOISE BLM
	43.01N  115.52W
	33
	4S
	5E
	3000

	POLE CREEK
	103210
	3251B02C
	OWHYEE
	ID
	BOISE BLM
	42.09N  115.47W
	5
	16S
	6E
	5660

	TRIANGLE
	103208
	32523136
	OWHYEE
	ID
	BOISE BLM
	42.49N  116.36W
	16
	7S
	2W
	5270

	TWIN BUTTE
	103209
	3252B722
	OWHYEE
	ID
	BOISE BLM
	42.31N  115.09W
	32
	8S
	11E
	3330

	SHO-PAI
	103211
	3269C46A
	OWHYEE
	ID
	NV - BIA
	42.03N  116.39W
	22
	16S
	2E
	5315

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ZONE 636
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BALD MOUNTAIN
	353522
	325282B8
	HARNEY
	OR
	BURNS BLM
	43.33N  118.24W
	22
	23S
	35E
	5480

	BASQUE HILLS 
	353520
	3250A1A0
	HARNEY
	OR
	BURNS BLM
	42.15N  118.59W
	21
	38S
	32E
	5080

	FISH FIN RIM
	353516
	325D842A
	HARNEY
	OR
	BURNS BLM
	42.28N  119.10W
	10
	36S
	30E
	4900

	MOON HILL
	353526
	326543E2
	HARNEY
	OR
	BURNS BLM
	42.51N  118.40W
	26
	31S
	32E
	6100

	P HILL
	353521
	32550698
	HARNEY
	OR
	BURNS BLM
	42.49N  118.56W
	3
	32S
	32E
	4860

	RIDDLE MOUNTAIN
	353511
	3253C348
	HARNEY
	OR
	BURNS BLM
	43.06N  118.29W
	35
	28S
	34E
	6352

	WAGONTIRE
	353512
	3256E264
	HARNEY
	OR
	BURNS BLM
	43.20N  119.52W
	6
	26
	24E
	6420

	FOSTER FLAT
	353525
	32653572
	HARNEY
	OR
	BURNS BLM
	42.58N  119.20W
	14
	30S
	29E
	5000

	HINES
	353519
	MANUAL
	HARNEY
	OR
	BURNS BLM
	43.50N  119.05W
	
	
	
	4232

	SAGE HEN
	353517
	325D5242
	HARNEY
	OR
	BURNS BLM
	42.30N  119.10W
	6
	24S
	29E
	4400

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ZONE 637
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	GRASSY MOUNTAIN
	353612
	32443666
	MALHUER
	OR
	VALE BLM
	42.38N  117.25W
	12
	34S
	43E
	4000

	KELSEY BUTTE
	353613
	3279797A
	MALHUER
	OR
	VALE BLM
	43.55N  117.58W
	19
	19S
	39E
	5200

	OWHYEE RIDGE
	353614
	32799388
	MALHUER
	OR
	VALE BLM
	43.21N  117.12W
	9
	23S
	45E
	4400

	RED BUTTE 
	353616
	325DB1B0
	MALHUER
	OR
	VALE BLM
	43.32N  117.48W
	27
	23S
	40E
	4460

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


